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	Articles this month: 
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk173325574]Click the links below to navigate to articles. 
· Sara Sharif - Sharing the Learning Webinar
	
· NCMD: baby sleep pillows safety alert
	
	



	[bookmark: SS][bookmark: SSCPAR]Sara Sharif - Sharing the Learning Webinar

	Following the Local Child Safeguarding Practice Review for Sara Sharif and publication of the final report in November 2025, the Independent Reviewers will be hosting a "Sharing the Learning" webinar in February. The independent reviewers will also be joined by key agency representatives.
Tuesday 10th February 2026 - 3.30pm - 5.00pm
Register Here
The Final report and Executive Summary can be found on the SSCP Website here and further resources will be added in due course.

	

	[bookmark: NCMD]NCMD: baby sleep pillows safety alert

	As you may already be aware, the Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) recently issued a product safety alert concerning baby sleep pillows 
You can read OPSS' recommendations in full on the gov.uk website, but in particular they have advised that these pillows should not be used for babies under 12 months old, should not be placed in cribs or cots, and that businesses should not market pillows for use in this age bracket. The hope is that this advice could make a real difference in avoiding the sad cases where these products have caused harm.
The safety alert itself has a useful list of alternative names that families may know these products by, and as ever, the more clearly, we can demonstrate the threat to child health the better equipped we are to advocate for change in future. If you have a case that may be relevant you can notify via the alert function within eCDOP, or email ncmd-programme@bristol.ac.uk

	













	Training opportunities:

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk183678533][image: Our Logo]Surrey Safeguarding Adults Board Training Programme
The full list of SSAB webinars can be accessed here 

	

	[image: ]Surrey Safeguarding Children Partnership - Adolescent Safeguarding Training 
You can find more information on the SSCP training offer and how to book your place for upcoming training events on the below link:
Training - Surrey Safeguarding Children Partnership

	

	Child Death Review Partnership Monthly Lunchtime Learning Events

Upcoming Sessions will be held on: 
Tuesday 5th February 1.00 – 2.00pm: 5 Year Deaths by Suspected Suicide in Surrey Report
Booking Link: click here to book
Wednesday 21st February 7.00 – 8.00pm: The Role of the Child Death Review Nurse in Surrey 

Booking Link: click here to book 
The team will also be holding a half day event on 11th February at Woodhatch, more details can be found here - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/surrey-child-death-review-partnership-learning-event-tickets-1933838355579?aff=oddtdtcreator
Details of other upcoming sessions and booking links can be found in the attached document.

	

	Surrey Wide ICBs Safeguarding Team Primary Care Level 3 Webinars
Webinars can be downloaded from https://www.surreytraininghub.co.uk/Webinars/category/safeguarding-1
please email: syheartlandsicb.surrey.safeguarding@nhs.net for the password.

	· Accelerated Record Access
· Catch 22 - Surrey Young People's Substance Misuse
· Clinical Record Keeping in Domestic Abuse
· County Lines & Child Criminal Exploitation
· Dental Neglect & Vulnerabilities
· Health needs of Looked after Children including unaccompanied asylum-seeking children
· High risk Domestic Abuse & MARAC processes in Surrey
· Introductory Level 3 training for staff new to Surrey as well as GP trainees
· Learning from case reviews
	· Learning from 2023 GP Safeguarding Assurance Audit
· Learning from Surrey Domestic Abuse related deaths June 2024
· LeDeR learning from the lives & deaths: Reviews of people with learning disabilities
· Level 3 Safeguarding children & adults update for General Practice: September 2023, Session 1
· Level 3 Safeguarding children & adults update for General Practice: March 2024, Session 2
· Safeguarding Supervision
· Shooting Star Children’s Hospice
· RCGP Safeguarding Standards and Toolkit Webinar

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk212646502]Surrey Children’s Academy - Safeguarding courses, e-learning, events, and resources - Book now!
The sessions below can be booked via MyLearning. Are you having trouble using MyLearning or encouraging your team to use it? Register for one of our drop-in sessions here or contact the academy to discuss booking a personalised session for your team. 
What’s on offer?
	Date
	Time
	Title

	3rd / 4th February 
	9.15am-4pm/2pm
	Graded Care Profile 2 (GCP2) Workshop (Virtual)

	5th February 2026
	9am-1pm
	Healthy Outcomes for Children who are Looked After (Virtual)

	11th February 2026
	9.45am-3pm
	Train the Trainers: Working Together to Safeguard Children (Virtual)

	11 February 2026
	10am-11am
	ACT Introduction Workshop: Understanding Harmful Sexual Behaviour (Virtual)

	24th February 2026
	10am-4pm
	Substance Use in Young People (Virtual)

	25th / 26th February
	9.30am-1pm
	Safer Recruitment Multi-Agency Training (Virtual)

	25th February
	9.45am-4pm
	Advanced Safeguarding in Surrey: Child Protection Processes and Children in Care (Virtual)

	27th February
	9.45am-1pm
	Working with Complexity (Parents/Carers Showing Resistance, Evasion, or Hidden Compliance)

	2nd March
	9.45am-1pm
	Safeguarding Children with Disabilities

	3rd March
	9.45am-4pm
	Safeguarding in Surrey: Multi Agency Safeguarding Children (Virtual)

	12th / 13th March
	9.30am-1pm
	Safer Recruitment Multi-Agency Training (Virtual)

	12th March
	10am-12pm
	Child Exploitation Workshop

	19 March 2026
	9.45am-1pm
	Safeguarding Children with Disabilities – Focus on Children with Autism (Virtual)

	23 March 2026
	9.45am-4pm
	Advanced Safeguarding in Surrey: Child Protection Processes and Children in Care (Victoria Gate, Woking)

	25 March 2026
	9.15am-12.15pm
	Early Help Assessment and Team Around the Family Workshop (Virtual)

	25 March 2026
	9.45am-1pm
	Neglect: Partnership Workshop (Virtual)




	

	[image: ]
Training Webinars Available
· Tackling Environmental Crime (gain practical knowledge on identifying offences, using enforcement powers, and co-ordinating effective responses) 3 February 2026, 9.30am
· Understanding and Addressing Cuckooing in Surrey (learn how to identify, report, and support victims of cuckooing, highlighting the services provided by Catalyst Support in Surrey) 5 February 2026, 10.00am
· It’s Not Just ASB: Why language matters when supporting victims (a practical and thought-provoking session exploring how the words we use can either empower or alienate victims of anti-social behaviour) 10 February 2026, 10.00am, delivered by ASB HELP
· Dealing with Noise Nuisance & Neighbour Disputes (learn tools to effectively manage neighbour disputes and noise nuisance before they escalate into ASB) 12 February 2026, 10.00am
· Prevent (Counter Terrorism) (learn how to recognise signs of radicalisation and take appropriate safeguarding action, including how to make a Prevent - channel panel – referral) 26 February 2026, 10.00am
CLICK HERE for full range of courses and how to book
















































































	Contact Details for the Surrey Wide ICBs Safeguarding Children, Adults, Looked After Children and Child Death Review Professionals:

	To contact any of the team please email: syheartlandsicb.surrey.safeguarding@nhs.net

	Audrey Scott-Ryan
Associate Director Safeguarding
	Lisa Parry
Safeguarding Team Business Manager
	Caroline Holmes
Deputy Safeguarding Team Business Manager

	Tania Steeples 
Safeguarding Team Business Support Officer
	Rachael Redwood / India Sholeh
Designated Nurse Looked after Children
	Vacant
Designated Doctor for Looked after Children

	Tara Hyde
Looked After Children and Safeguarding Children Business Support
	Dr Kate Brocklesby
Designated Doctor Safeguarding Children
	Tracey Bogalski & Eileen White
Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Children

	Julie Wadham
Safeguarding Transition Advisor
	Dr Tara Jones 
Designated GP Safeguarding Adults and Children
	Helen Milton & Rebecca Eells
Designated Nurse Safeguarding Adults

	Dr Jamie Carter
Designated Doctor for Child Death Review
	Vacant
Designated Nurse for Child Death Reviews
	Suzanne Huddy
Named Nurse for Child Death Review

	Natalie Price / Anna Chai / Clare Kemp
Specialist Nurse Child Death Review
	Emily Welch 
Child Death Review Co-ordinator
	Anna Miles 
Deputy Child Death Review Co-ordinator

	Nicola Mundy
Child Wellbeing Professional and Lead for Learning from Child Deaths
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MSHT Newsletter Issue 5.pdf
Modern Slavery and Human 7S

Trafficking

NHS Safeguarding Newsletter

Issue 5: January 2026

WELCOME

to the latest edition of the quarterly
newsletter focusing on Modern
Slavery and Human Trafficking
(MSHT) for safeguarding and other
roles in the NHS.

PLEASE NOTE: This newsletter is for reference
purposes and to enhance understanding of MSHT
issues for professionals working in the NHS. The
various views and research findings shared are from
experts working in this area but do not necessarily
represent the policy or position of nor are they
attributable to NHSE.

Please be aware this newsletter contains
experiences of modern slavery that may be
distressing.

ABOUT

Modern Slavery affects adults, children and
those who are pregnant. It affects UK citizens
and migrants and has accompanying

legislation to tackle it including Children Act
1989, 2004. Care Act 2014, Modern Slavery Act
2015, Health & Care Act 2022 and Article 4 of the
Human Rights Act 1998

It is a safeguarding issue that involves the
deliberate maltreatment, manipulation and / or
abuse of power and control over another person

It is an umbrella term including human trafficking,
forced labour, bonded labour and forced marriage.

Traffickers target vulnerable members of our
society and use force, fraud, or coercion in order
to financially benefit from them.

Victims and survivors often suffer from physical

England

South East
Safeguarding

IN THIS ISSUE

1) Modern Slavery
2)

3)

Anti Slavery Events

Updated Survivor Care
Standards

Kindoki Witch Boy—
educational video

4)

5) Human Trafficking

Foundation Newsletter

Special feature:
Understanding witchcraft,

spirit possession and
ritualistic abuse (WSPRA)

and mental health conditions - the NHS may be
one of the few agencies they come in to contact
with. Modern slavery is also an inclusion health
issue with a growing evidence base documenting
victim and survivors poor physical health, high risk
of physical injury, high risk of exposure to
communicable diseases, high suicide risk, poor
and/or restricted access to healthcare and a
considerable burden of serious mental health
problems including trauma and PTSD. Healthcare
professionals encounter victims and require the
support to know what to do and how to go about
providing appropriate care including safeguarding.





Modern Slavery Statements Revisited

NHS England have published a modern slavery
statement as a ‘group statement’ NHS England »
NHS England modern slavery and human
trafficking statement The expectation is for NHS
organisations to refer to this as their statement
and MSHT and set out local governance aligned
to its content. Th

e ICB safeguarding protocols are planned for
review by the end of this year and will reflect this
group statement approach.

Anti-slavery week 2025

Thank you to Surrey anti-slavery partnership for
sharing their poster for care homes following a
focus on raising awareness of modern slavery and
labour exploitation in the care sector. Lets profile
more awareness and improvement work this year,
send them through!

If You ...Have NO access to your identification

documents

= Are you having difficulty registering with a doctor or accessing health
services because your documents are withheld or you're worried about
being reported

= Want to see a doctor but couldn’t, because you are unable to go, or your
manager wouldn’t let you take time off, or there are consequences for you
taking time off

« Have been paid below the National Minimum/Living Wage?
not paid at all, or had unlawful deductions from your wages
or your money taken by someone else

* Have you been stopped from accessing your doctor
for a health check or Vaccination

* Have experienced or been threatened with
physical, psychological, or sexual abuse

* Feel unsafe at work or where you live

View or download the above poster on our south east
FutureNHS page here

Vikki Gray, Donna Love and Marino Latour were
proud to represent NHS safeguarding at the Anti-
slavery Awards 2025, held in Speaker’s

House. UK Anti-Slavery Day on 18th October is a
chance to raise awareness of modern slavery,
highlight good practice, and focus attention on the

areas of policy and practice where improvements
still need to be made. Each year the Human
Trafficking Foundation, with the support of Marsh
Charitable Trust, hosts the Anti-Slavery Day
Awards to recognise the work done by the media
to highlight important issues of human trafficking,
and those who have made an outstanding
contribution to the fight against modern slavery.

Updated Survivor Care Standards

After a year of collaboration with over 150 people
with lived and learnt experience, the Human
Trafficking Foundation launched the updated
Slavery and Trafficking Survivor Care Standards.
The Standards aim to improve service provision
by ensuring that adult survivors of human
trafficking and modern slavery consistently receive
high quality care wherever they are in the UK.
Access them here: Survivor Care Standards — Human
Trafficking Foundation

Kindoki Witch Boy—educational video

Based on the true story of Mardoche Yembi, a
young boy from the Democratic Republic of
Congo who was accused of
witchcraft (kindoki) by his
relatives after moving to the UK
to live with relatives following
the death of his mother and
baby sister.

Please be aware that the film contains distressing
content related to child abuse and trauma. Staff
are encouraged to take care when viewing and to
seek support if affected. This YouTube video may
start playing automatically when you click this link
Kindoki Witch Boy

For further information on this topic, including
signs and response, please see Spirit Possession,
Witchcraft, and Ritualistic Abuse — National FGM Centre

With thanks to the NHSE London Region Safeguarding
Team for the links.



https://www.england.nhs.uk/safeguarding/slavery-human-trafficking-statement/

https://www.england.nhs.uk/safeguarding/slavery-human-trafficking-statement/

https://www.england.nhs.uk/safeguarding/slavery-human-trafficking-statement/

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectID=272445765

https://www.marshcharitabletrust.org/

https://www.marshcharitabletrust.org/

https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/-trafficking-survivor-care-standards

https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/-trafficking-survivor-care-standards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLLf8WYWB34

https://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/calfb/

https://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/calfb/



5) Human Trafficking Foundation How do survivors describe their experiences of
newsletter WSPRA?

Read a copy of the December 2025 newsletter *“They said | was possessed and needed to be purified.

for statutory Authorities on our South East *“I was told if | spoke, demons would kill my family.”
Safeguarding FutureNHS page here or Significant themes also mentioned by survivors include:
subscribe to future Human Trafficking the use of substances, masks and props, the involvement

of family members or community or religious leaders and

Foundation newsletters using this link e
often the concealed identity of the perpetrator(s).

modern slavery across the world. In this special feature
the National Association for People Abused in Childhood
(NAPAC) and the Hydrant Programme share information
and points for improvement related to ritualistic abuse, &
witchcraft and spirit possession.

Strengthen information sharing across trusts

Special feature: What can professionals do to help?
Understanding witchcraft, spirit (" . . . : )
. . Lo Ct‘ Train staff to recognise and investigate
possession and ritualistic abuse f(jb; o ritualistic abuse, including spirit possession and
(WSPRA) —™  witchcraft-linked abuse
The use of cultural superstitions or occult rituals is a QQ Improve survivor engagement using trauma-
powerful means of control for human trafficking and w informed methods
&

Prioritise culturally informed community
engagement to build trust, and ensure safeguarding

What is WSPRA? responses are appropriate and effective

National Police Chiefs’ Council Definition (2025):

Ritualistic abuse, witchcraft and spirit possession refer to
forms of sexual abuse, harm, mistreatment or exploitation
inflicted on individuals — both children and adults — within

Establish clear pathways for safe disclosure

- €

Embed a clear understanding of ritualistic abuse,

the context of structured belief systems, rituals or b o ; vl

practices that attribute supernatural significance to the witchcraft and spirit possession within local and
abuse. These may involve coercion, violence, 4 national safeguarding strategies

psychological manipulation or exploitation, often justified \_ )
by beliefs in spiritual forces, purification or supernatural

intervention.

For more information please read the full operational
Included practices: briefing - ‘Organised ritual abuse and its wider context:
Degradation, deception and disavowal’.

« Spirit possession: abuse linked to attempts to exorcise

or deliver an individual believed to be controlled by The Hydrant Programme supports the work of the
malevolent spirits. National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) Child Protection
and Abuse Investigation Working Group. Since its
inception in 2014, Hydrant has evolved from coordinating
responses to non-recent child sexual abuse to becoming

a strategic partner for police forces and child protection
* Harmful ritual practices: structured or symbolic acts of agencies across the public and third sectors.

violence believed to yield supernatural benefit (for
example forced spiritual healing ceremonies or ritual

» Witchcraft: abuse resulting from accusations of causing
harm through supernatural means, often linked to beliefs
in spiritual power or misfortune.

The National Association for People Abused in Childhood
(NAPAC) provides the only free national support service

killings).
for adult survivors of all types of childhood abuse. We
offer specialist, confidential support to all adult survivors
How prevalent is WSPRA? of any type of abuse.

Between July 2016 and September 2025

For continuous improvement , we must share
best practice and highlight concerns. To

1,597 callers to NAPAC’s support service

—N
‘9-—! disclosed organised or ritual abuse— contribute to future editions contact
d\vvh Victoria.gray3@nhs.net

this is approximately 3.4% of all calls




https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=272447781

https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/newsletter

https://napac.org.uk/organised-ritual-abuse-report-guidance-2025/

https://napac.org.uk/organised-ritual-abuse-report-guidance-2025/

https://www.hydrantprogramme.co.uk

http://www.napac.org.uk

mailto:victoria.gray3@nhs.net
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England

South East

South East Safeguarding Bulletin
From the NHSE South East Regional Safeguarding Team

Issue 10: January 2026

Please feel free to share this newsletter with any colleagues that might find it helpful.

If any of the below links don't work, please just let the South East Regional Safeguarding
Team know at england.sesafeguarding@nhs.net.

To download a PDF version of this newsletter, or to access past editions click here

Included below:

« The top 4 things to note

. Save the Date

« Latest additions to our South East futures page - with links to
access

« Special feature: South East Safeguarding blog from the Chair
of the South East MCA Network

4 things to note....

1. child Protection Authority 2. Safeguarding statistics were
consultation published by the Department for Education
The Government has launched a in, December 2025.

consultation on proposals to establish a

Child Protection Authority (CPA) in e ‘Children in need: A focus on
England, a key recommendation from the sexual abuse and exploitation.’ -
Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual analysis that gives valuable insight
Abuse. The CPA will provide national into children affected by sexual
oversight, embed good practice, and drive abuse or exploitation, their
improvements in the system to better demographics, outcomes, and
protect children from harm. The trends over time. Click here to view.
consultation is open until 5th March 2026 e ‘Official statistics - Safeguarding
and seeks views on the proposals for the adults, England, 2024 to 2025:
CPA. Read and respond to the statistical commentary’ Click here

consultation here. to view.



mailto:england.sesafeguarding@nhs.net

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectID=43873904

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Festablishing-the-child-protection-authority-in-england&data=05%7C02%7Cclaire.axon-peters%40nhs.net%7Cfaaf4dff86114b115bf408de3d4e7e7b%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C639015604501985235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=36VAo3Y%2B%2F5gkt4YfDoHQXQROWC5vfTGX4gaB6IPbnBk%3D&reserved=0

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fexplore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk%2Ffind-statistics%2Fchildren-in-need-a-focus-on-sexual-abuse-and-exploitation%2F2025&data=05%7C02%7Cclaire.axon-peters%40nhs.net%7Cfaaf4dff86114b115bf408de3d4e7e7b%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C639015604502025424%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c5RSHoqUU%2FKQkwJlObjgtWGaoE0KRHh%2FogQB5eHuEPw%3D&reserved=0

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2652873



3. The new strategy ‘Freedom From 4. The NHS Safeguarding App on both
Violence and Abuse’: A cross- iOS and Google Play will be discontinued
government strategy to build a safer on 31 March 2026. However, the NHS agile
society for women and girls, volume 1’  safeguarding guide website will continue to
was published by the UK Government in be available, ensuring ongoing access to this
December 2025. View the strategy here important resource. The guide can be
accessed here: https://safequarding-

gquide.nhs.uk/

Save the Date

If you need further information on any of the below events please email our team
england.sesafeguarding@nhs.net

e PRESENTATION — 4" Feb 2026 1-3pm
National Safeguarding Children’s Network: The Surrey Heartlands ICB
team will be presenting good practice and learning from the Sara Sharif
CSPR
If you are not currently a member of the network and would like to join, please email
england.nschn@nhs.net

Find it on FutureNHS....

If you have any problems accessing content on the South East Safeguarding FutureNHS platform
please reply to this email (england.sesafeguarding@nhs.net) to let us know.

Recently added:
CYP - Domestic Abuse Health & Social Care Strangulation
In 2025, Rising Sun was The CQC’s annual ‘State of The Institute for
commissioned by Care’ Report for 2024-25 Addressing Strangulation
Standing Together can be found here. This produced a report
Against Domestic Abuse report looks at trends, ‘Strangulation During Sex
to create guidance for shares examples of good in the UK’ in November
health professionals on and outstanding care, and 2025. Access it at this link
how to respond highlights where care needs
appropriately to child and to improve.
young survivors of
domestic abuse. Read
the guidance here.




https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2652777

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsafeguarding-guide.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnikkitodd%40nhs.net%7C3d698ece14034b9633df08de41370197%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639019901662285723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qBeMk77kfQuNaPg4PyJHeYa9ewOZpf3i33mJzP0MV5Y%3D&reserved=0

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsafeguarding-guide.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnikkitodd%40nhs.net%7C3d698ece14034b9633df08de41370197%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639019901662285723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qBeMk77kfQuNaPg4PyJHeYa9ewOZpf3i33mJzP0MV5Y%3D&reserved=0

mailto:england.sesafeguarding@nhs.net

mailto:england.nschn@nhs.net

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2635913

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2635977

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2648553



Financial Abuse

The UK-based charity
Surviving Economic
Abuse have put together
a good-practice guide for
financial services:
‘Supporting customers
experiencing economic
abuse’. Read it here.

‘Honour-based’ abuse

On 6™ November, GOV.UK
published the official
‘Statistics on so called
‘honour-based’ abuse
offences, England and
Wales, Year ending March
2025’. View them here.

BAME Femicide

A joint research report
from the Invisible Women
campaign (Killed Women),

in partnership with
Southall Black Sisters was
published in October 2025
- ‘Invisible Women “Made
Visible”: Learning from the
Femicides of Black,
Minoritised and Migrant
Women’. View the report
here

DA & Justice system

VAMHN (Violence Abuse
and Mental Health
Network), are seeking
participants for a
survivor-led research
project — ‘Survivors’
Experiences of the
Justice System and Its
Impact on Mental Health
and Wellbeing’. View the
sign up form and read
more here

Violence Prevention

View the study ‘From
individual interventions to
structural change: Why
public health leadership is
needed to engage men and
boys in violence prevention’
by L.C. Snowdon, A.Walker,
E.R.Barton, B.Parry and
S.Pike here

Adults OOA

ADASS have updated the
protocol ‘Out-of-Area
Safeguarding Adults

Arrangements Protocol’
noting “This updated
protocol aims to
compliment statutory
guidance by recognising
the particular safeguarding
risks and needs that arise
where people’s care and
support arrangements
cross local authority
boundaries.” Download a
copy of it here

VAWG Strategy

Read the GOV.UK news
story ‘VAWG strategy to
better protect children
from misogyny and
abuse’ published 18
December 2025 here.
The strategy titled
‘Freedom from Violence
and Abuse: A cross-
government strategy to
build a safer society for
women and girls, Volume
1’ was published on the
UK Government website
in December 2025. View
it here

Children - SUDC UK

Please click here to access
a variety of resources from
SUDC UK - Sudden
Unexplained Death in
Childhood - which include:

e Professional
newsletter

e Supporter newsletter

e Family registration or
professional referral
form

e WEBINAR recording:
National SUDC UK
day 2025

RCC

The Department for
Education published the
‘Evaluation of Regional

Care Cooperatives
(RCCs), Phase 1 Report’
in November 2025. Read

the report here




https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2648585

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2648617

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2648649

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2650185

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2650313

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2650601

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2652713

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2652777

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectID=69792208

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2653385



e 2025 Instagram
impact reel
e 2024 Annual Report

Children’s Health

The Kings Fund
published a report ‘What
is the state of children’s

health in England? on
215t November 2025.
Read it here

Families First

Read the 12" issue of the
GOV.UK Families First
Newsletter which was sent
out on 9™ October 2025
here

Care Leaver
Prescriptions

Read the GOV.UK press
release ‘Government
extends free NHS services
for care leavers (up to age
25): major boost for
children leaving care with
free prescriptions, dental
and eyecare services.’
Published 23" December
here

Modern Slavery

The 5™ issue of our South
East Modern Slavery &
Human Trafficking
(MSHT) newsletter is
now out. It includes
updates on anti-slavery
events, the updated
survivor care standards
and a special feature
‘Understanding
witchcraft, spirit
possession and ritualistic
abuse (WSPRA). Read it
here

South East Safeguarding Blog

Reflective blog from Kathy Kelly, South East Network Chair-

‘At the end of 2025, we held an MCA Network Q&A session with a Regional Judge, bringing
together Network members for an open discussion on how the Court of Protection works in
practice and how professionals can engage with it more effectively.

The Judge generously gave their time to walk through core areas of Court of Protection work
and to answer questions from across the network. No information was given or discussed in
relation to legal advice or specific cases. The conversation was practical, grounded, and
refreshingly clear, especially given how complex this area of law can feel day to day.




https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2653417

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/viewdocument?docid=273043685&done=DOCCreated1&fid=31304784

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=2653737

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=55476432



What stood out, | think, was how closely the discussion linked legal process to real-world
practice, workload pressures, and professional judgement.

The network fed back that the opportunity to meet and speak to a judge helped to make the

subject more relatable and less intimidating by knowing the process and the people
delivering it.'

To download a PDF version of this newsletter, or to access past editions click here
Best wishes from

The South East Regional Safeguarding Team

Email us: england.sesafeguarding@nhs.net

Our FutureNHS page: South East Regional Safequarding Workspace - NHS
Safequarding Workspace - FutureNHS Collaboration Platform




https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectID=43873904

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=28520048

https://future.nhs.uk/safeguarding/view?objectId=28520048
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Child Death Review Partnership - Lunch and Learn 2026





When a child dies, in any circumstances, it is important for parents and families to understand what has happened and whether there are any lessons to be learned. The responsibility for ensuring child death reviews are carried out is held by 'child death review partners', who, in relation to a local authority area in England, are defined as the local authority for that area and any clinical commissioning groups operating in the local authority area. Child death review partners must make arrangements to review all deaths of children normally resident in the local area.

The child death review partnership for Surrey will be running one hour lunchtime learning events for professionals generally on the second Tuesday of each month on themes identified from child deaths including:

· Modifiable factors/themes related to child deaths in Surrey

· Modifiable factors/themes related to child deaths nationally

· Themes and recommendations from Coroner Regulation 28 reports to prevent future deaths

These sessions will be an opportunity to look at how you can work across the system to reduce infant and child mortality locally, to build on good practice, to identify gaps in provision and to look at how you can work together to ensure effective and consistent messaging to families in Surrey.  These sessions are for a wide range of professionals, the topic is sensitive and staff should ensure they have support for their own wellbeing when attending.

		Date and Time

		Topic

		Booking Link



		Tuesday 13th January 2026

1.00pm – 2.00pm

		Child Death Review in Surrey a 2-year report

		click here to book



		Tuesday 10th February 2026 1.00pm – 2.00pm

		5 Year Deaths by Suspected Suicide in Surrey Report

		click here to book



		Tuesday 10th March 2025

1.00pm – 2.00pm 

		Sudden Unexpected Death in Infancy and ICON, messages for non-healthcare professionals

		click here to book



		[bookmark: _Hlk212717219]Tuesday 14th April 2026

1.00pm – 2.00pm

		Child deaths due to Asthma or Anaphylaxis



		click here to book
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The death of a child has a profound and lasting impact on families, professionals, schools and wider communities. The Child Death Review (CDR) process is a statutory requirement under the Children Act 2004 and Working Together to Safeguard Children (2023). Every child death under the age of 18 must be investigated and reviewed to understand how and why the child died and to identify any learning that could prevent future deaths. The findings of each case are submitted to the National Child Mortality Database (NCMD) to inform local and national learning.

The CDR process begins at the moment of the child’s death, not later in the review period. Immediate coordination, safeguarding consideration and family support are therefore core statutory elements which are carried out in Surrey by the Surrey Child Death Review Partnership.

Surrey’s nurse-led, seven-day Child Death Review service is nationally recognised as a model of best practice and the Child Death Review Statutory and Operational Guidance (2018) confirms that a senior nurse may act as Lead Health Professional for deaths requiring a Joint Agency Response (JAR).

The Surrey model ensures that when a child dies unexpectedly:

· A CDR Nurse attends the home or Emergency Department to support the family and begin the JAR immediately.

· Information is gathered rapidly from police, health and social care to assess risk to siblings and others.

· Communication is coordinated across education, public health, safeguarding and primary care.

· Families do not face the early hours of bereavement without skilled emotional and practical support.

· The model ensures high standards, avoids variation, and provides strong leadership across complex cases.

The Surrey CDR Team is responsible for providing the role of ‘key worker’ as outlined within the Child Death Review: Statutory and Operational Guidance (2018).  The processes that follow the death of a child are complex, in particular when multiple investigations are required. Recognising this, all bereaved families should be given a single, named point of contact to whom they can turn for information on the CDR process, and who can signpost them to sources of support. The role of keyworker is undertaken by the Specialist Nurse for Child Death Reviews. All families in Surrey are allocated a Specialist CDR Nurse who fulfils the role of keyworker. 

The Surrey CDR Team will be running one hour learning events for professionals on the role of the CDR Nurse in Surrey.



		Date and Time

		Topic

		Booking Link



		Monday 8th December 2025

1.00pm – 2.00pm

		The Role of the Child Death Review Nurse in Surrey

		click here to book



		Wednesday 21st February 2026 7.00pm – 8.00pm

		The Role of the Child Death Review Nurse in Surrey

		click here to book
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