
 

North Yorkshire LOC – December Newsletter 

          North Yorkshire LOC would like to wish everyone celebrating a Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year. We hope you find time away from busy practice to rest, recharge, and 
enjoy moments with friends and family. 

As we look ahead, the LOC is positive about what we can achieve together across North 
Yorkshire in 2026. 

 

             Next LOC Meeting 

Date: Wednesday 15 January 
Time: 7:00 PM (light buffet from 6:30 PM) 
Location: Boroughbridge 

Observers are warmly welcomed. To attend or raise an agenda item, please email: 
northyorkshireloc@gmail.com . 

 

          WOPEC Assessment Opportunities 

In March 2025, we delivered successful WOPEC assessments for MECS/Glaucoma and a 
Foreign Body Removal Workshop. We are now exploring whether to repeat these sessions in 
2026. 

Please complete the North Yorkshire WOPEC Requirements 2026 form to register your interest. 
Once responses are reviewed, we will confirm funding arrangements and proposed 
dates/locations. 

 

    Referrals  

•   General: No major changes; updated information is available on the LOC website. 

•     SPoA:  

o Following work with LOCSU, we have received clarification on the ODS 
code-sharing request. Please see the attached ICB letter for full details. 

mailto:northyorkshireloc@gmail.com
https://forms.office.com/e/k29NHNdGbr
https://www.loc-online.co.uk/northyorkshire-loc/referral-information/


o The Gateway pathway now allows completion of a GOS18 directly on the portal, 
removing the need to upload a document (video available). 

o LOC advice remains unchanged: please review all Gateway communications 
and ensure the process aligns with your practice’s needs. The NHS.net route 
remains a valid alternative. 

o Thank you to the ICB team for their engagement. Practices seeking support in 
raising concerns with the ICB can contact us at northyorkshireloc@gmail.com . 

•       Post Cataract Pathway 

o Discussions continue with the ICB. 

•       MECS/IP Funding:  

o Due to significant ICB budget reductions, progress on MECS fee uplift and 
inclusion of IP funding/FP10s has paused. 

o The LOC will revisit this early in 2026 once the ICB has clearer options. Advocacy 
for this remains a priority. 

 

     OFNC / GOS Fees 

The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has confirmed further real-terms cuts to 
NHS primary eyecare services. 

•     GOS1 fees will rise by only 2.5%, to £24.13 for 2025/26. 

•          All other payments and grants remain frozen at 2024/25 levels. 

FODO has produced an FAQ for practices reviewing their GOS contract options. 

We raised local concerns around fair remuneration (GOS and EOS) at the Local Eyecare 
Network meeting, particularly given the NHS ambition to deliver timely care closer to home. 

 

    Funding for Skills & Knowledge Development (2025) 

Humber and North Yorkshire ICB, in partnership with local LOCs, continues to support the 
development of the Community Optometry workforce throughout 2025. 

Courses already funded: 

•        Medical Retina 

•     Independent Prescribing 

•    Leadership Development 

•   Glaucoma 

•                  Paediatric Eyecare 

https://vimeo.com/1070046569/293e206ec4?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
mailto:northyorkshireloc@gmail.com
https://www.fodo.com/downloads/managed/OFNC_GOS_FAQs71225_-_Final_draft.pdf


Eligibility: 

•       Work at least 70% of your time within Humber & North Yorkshire 

•    Contribute £250 towards course fees; the ICB funds the remainder 

•     Choose your own training provider 

•           For courses requiring placements, arrangements must be confirmed before funding 
is released 

Placement support is available via: 
HUTH, York & Scarborough, Harrogate & District, and NLAG. 

Applications and queries: 
        hnyicb-ny.primarycarecontracts@nhs.net 

 

Thank you. Any queries please get in touch: northyorkshireloc@gmail.com . 
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