LIVERPOOL LOC MEETING

Minutes: 27/02/2025 Online meeting

Attendance:

Chair

Treasurer

Secretary

LOC committee members

Melanie Lutas

Abbas Hussain

Natalie Sharp

Andrew Preston, Emma
Bennett, Louisa Jones

Apologies:

e Rachael Parker, Fionnuala
Kidd.

Guests:

Minute
Taker:

Natalie Sharp

Notes:

Item

Last minutes passed.

Chair been attending several meetings: LMC, LOC area team catch up with April
Tully, Alder Hey alongside Abbas and Primary Eyecare (Rebecca, Catherine and
Hena), CMN Eyecare Network. Also attended the Northwest Regional Forum which
meets every 3months.

- Alder Hey- Emails have gone out to all local practitioners regarding referrals for
patients who could be seen closer to home which is preferred by parents- end
points on Opera to be reviewed, Paediatric Scheme delay due to funding approval;
decision expected soon. Positive response and high engagement from local
optometrists. Plan for launch event (face-to-face and online). CPD event on
swollen discs to be planned with Ankur Raj (paediatric consultant).

Post Cataract reviews from St Pauls should now have DC pins instead of NC pins
which means no more double entry onto Medisoft and payment should be on time.
Practices have been chased who need to complete any remaining patient
episodes.

Single point of access meeting, current trial running in Central Mersey and Chesire
showing some insight into what schemes may be of benefit. There is a possibility of
aligning all areas.




Blood Pressure Monitoring Scheme: Being trialled locally, routine screening paying
£15 per patient. Staff training provided (funded) and equipment given, using Opera
platform. LMC possible push back with GP concerns addressed about workload
and follow-ups, especially for borderline cases.

LOC Financials: Current funds: -£72,500, with an upcoming payment reducing
balance to around £62,000. Comfortable financial position; no levy changes
needed as despite reserve the LOC is now more active with more expenses.
Treasurer attended LOC treasurer meeting; sharing best practices learned.
Discussed adopting accounting software but continuing with current system for
now. PAYE should be set up, so payslips are received going forward.

Website updates, we could gather patients leaflets from other providers to upload
such as St Pauls, ACES and CHEC. Rachael has been made a website administrator.
Several new members joined the mailing list. LOC website emails updated, aiming
to streamline future communications so both Chair and Secretary can add to the
mailing list. WhatsApp broadcast group proposed to improve quick engagement
with colleagues in the area.

Glaucoma Schemes: Enhanced Case Finding and Monitoring launching soon;
supported by local consultants. CPD events planned with St Pauls to ensure clear
guidelines and improve collaboration with hospitals. Plan to organise another
WOPEC Glaucoma accreditation locally for any practitioners who require level 2.

10.

Wirral area: Local resistance to introducing CUES in Liverpool for their patients
who may be visiting or who work over this side, causing difficulties referring minor
conditions, increasing burden on secondary care. Discussion around approaching
Joanne Sinnott directly for clarity and resolution.

1.

St Paul's hospital planning pre-reg optometrist placements (£750?/week, one
week placement). Suggestion to extend placements to Alder Hey to strengthen
local hospital relationships. Discussion about future IP placements and new
optometry degree.

12.

AGM Scheduled for mid-June, potentially supported by Spa Medica sponsorship.

Action Log

Action no.

Date ltem Lead Status

27/02/25 | Follow up Alder Hey scheme funding. ML

27/02/25 | WOPEC codes for paediatric and glaucoma NS

modules.

27/02/25 | Arrange CPD event with clear glaucoma ML
referral guidelines from St Pauls and CPD from

Alder Hey on swollen discs

Next LOC meeting: Possibly end of April 2025




