Benefits available to people in Leeds registered as Severely Sight Impaired/ Blind or Sight Impaired/ Partially Sighted – 2007

	Benefit or entitlement
	Severely Sight Impaired/ Blind
	Sight Impaired/ Partially Sighted
	Comments

	Community Care Assessment/ Services
	Yes
	Yes
	Services dependent on assessment – do not have to be registered.

	Blind Person’s Income Tax Allowance
	Yes
	No
	Apply to Tax office with proof of registration

	Attendance Allowance

(over 65 years)
	Possible
	Possible
	May assist application but not essential to be registered.

	Disability Living Allowance 

(64 years and under)
	Possible
	Possible
	See Attendance Allowance

	Travel permits:

Local operators buses and trains
	Yes 

(free travel in West Yorkshire for self and companion)
	Yes

(concessionary fares for self and in some cases a companion)
	Concession fares are the same as for people aged 60 years and older. 

Free travel is at ANY time

	Travel Permits:

National Rail network
	Yes
	Yes
	Have to purchase and renew yearly. Some reductions in fares for self and companion.

	Disabled Person’s parking permit – Blue Badge Scheme
	Yes

Automatic entitlement
	No

Unless meets other criteria
	

	Television Licence Reduced Fee


	Yes
	No
	Proof of registration required

	NHS Sight Test


	Yes
	Yes
	Free if registered

	NHS prescription charges
	Possible
	Possible
	Have to meet other criteria but registration may help.

	Income Support disability premium (under 60 years)
	Yes


	No
	Entitlement to Income Support is income related

	Exemption from non dependent deduction of Housing Benefit/Council Tax Benefit/Income Support housing costs
	Yes
	No
	

	Exemption from Personal Capability Assessment  – Incapacity Benefit
	Yes
	No
	

	Working Tax Credit

Disability element
	Yes
	Yes
	Dependent on other benefits being in place

	Access to Work equipment


	Yes 
	Yes
	

	Articles for the blind free postage


	Yes 
	Yes
	Selected items only

	Free Directory Enquiry Service


	Yes 
	Yes
	Registration is proof of eligibility

	British Wireless for the Blind Fund
	Yes
	Yes
	Must be registered and meet BWFTBF criteria

	RNIB Talking Book Service
	Yes
	Yes
	Must pay own subscription unless registered

	Local and National Talking Newspaper services
	Yes 
	Yes
	Should be registered to receive free postage

	Charitable Grants


	Possible
	Possible
	Usually means tested 


