From: LondonSouthEast

Subject: An update on actions to prevent sexual misconduct in the NHS

Sent on behalf of NHS Sussex ICB

Dear optometry colleague

Following the recent letter published by NHS England, NHS England » An update on
actions to prevent sexual misconduct in the NHS we would like to highlight an important
new area that providers can use to broaden their knowledge around sexual safety.

NHS England is encouraging Primary Care to sign up to the Sexual Safety Charter.

You can do this by completing this simple Microsoft Form: Sexual safety in healthcare -

Organisational Charter sign up - Primary Care

This will support you in your duties under the Worker Protection (Amendment of
Equality Act 2010) Act 2023, which places a new duty on employers to take reasonable
steps to prevent sexual harassment of their employees in the workplace.

This provides an opportunity to recognise and reinforce the important work already
being undertaken to protect both staff and patients and may be useful to share with your
regulatory body.

Alongside the Charter sign-up, NHS England has developed a self-assurance

checklist PRN02280-annex-b-sexual-safety-carter-self-assurance-checklist-for-
primary-care-providers.docx.

Please don’t feel overwhelmed by the checklist form. It is designed as a supportive
guide to help you work towards the requirements.

NHS England has advised that 31 March 2026 is the first monitoring point and so
please aim to complete the Microsoft Form by this date: Sexual safety in healthcare -
Organisational Charter sign up - Primary Care

Please note that you are not required to submit the completed checklist.

Additional resources, including adoptable sexual misconduct policies and posters, will

be issued shortly by NHS England.



Kind regards

Pharmacy and Optometry Team

South East Commissioning Hub

Hosted by NHS Frimley ICB

Working on behalf of all Integrated Care Boards (ICB)s across the South East Region:

Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire & Berkshire West, Frimley, Hampshire & Isle of Wight, Kent &
Medway,

Surrey Heartlands and Sussex

This email is intended only for use by the named addressee. It may contain confidential and/or

privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you should contact us immediately
and

should not disclose, use or rely on this email. We do not accept any liability arising from a third
party

taking action, or refraining from taking action, on the basis of information contained in this
email. Thank

you.
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This message may contain confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient please:

i) inform the sender that you have received the message in error before
deleting it; and

ii) do not disclose, copy or distribute information in this e-mail or take
any action in relation to its content (to do so is strictly prohibited and
may be unlawful).

Thank you for your co-operation.

NHS.net Connect is the secure email, collaboration and directory service

available for all NHS staff in England. NHS.net Connect is approved for



exchanging patient data and other sensitive information with NHS.net Connect

and other accredited email services.

For more information and to find out how you can switch visit Joining NHS.net

Connect - NHS.net Connect Support



